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Origins and evolution of

the French Language

The French language originates from Latin, spoken
during the Roman conquest of Gaul. Over time, Latin
evolved into Old French due to interactions with Celtic
Gauls and Germanic tribes. This transtformation was
oradual, influenced by linguistic innovations and
borrowings from other languages. By the ninth century,
Old French had distinct characteristics, marking its
emergence as a separate language. The evolution of B &S
Latin into French shaped the linguistic landscape of King Francis Ier on his horse; He
France, forming the foundation for modern French with hada pivotal role in shaping and

its rich vocabulary and grammar elevating the French language
Y 5 ' through standardization and

promotion.

Notable Events across the Centuries

o 800 BCE o 121 BCE e 842 CE o 1539 CE o 1600 CE

Nos ancetres, les Roman Invasion The Oaths of Ordinance of Standardization
Gauls Strasbourg Villers-Cotterets and regulation
Julius Caesar lead the
At this point of time, France romans to annex Gaul in The earliest text written in French is now legally Lignuistic innovations like
was inhabited by the Gauls, their rapid expansion, and recognizable french was the required to replace Latin and the two part negative and
commonly deemed as the latin became the dominant Oaths of Strasbourg, written regional languages in liaison appear, and french
ancestors of the french. language in France. during Charlemagne's reign. adminstrative documents. beings its global journey.

L ‘envers phonetic breakdown Lanver Chan cs 1l Recent HlStOr

I anver e rcion 2 aeizl VWhile classical Latin used non to negate an
» action, the form steadily became “ne” and then
A form of slang has modified “ne [verb| pas.” Recent changes have made the

French speech known as verian. ne optional, thus named “La chute de ne”
The expression itself is the key to (eng: the fall of ne).

understanding the way it works,
which is similar to the inversion " Old and Middle French: ne Verb (pas, et al)

Classical French: ne Verb pas

of English’s slang pig latin. ' Modern French: (me) Verb pas

. Future French: Verb pas

. Classical Latin: non Verb

Translation: Verlan (L’envers) _
o os Figure 1. The marking of negation in the verb phrase from Latin to Future French
tranSlateS to "1Inverse (optional elements 1n parentheses)




